
Preserving social media?

Try Data Lifeboat.
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Flickr Commons
Sharing historical 
photography collections 
with a global audience.

Content Mobility
Flickr as a waypoint—not the 
endpoint—for photographs 
online.

Creative Archives
What might a 21st century 
approach to a huge social 
media collection afford us?

New Curators
What does social cataloguing 
mean? How do we curate 
billions of things?
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 17 years old,   
 116 members..
 1,885,454 photographs..  
 4.58 billion views..
 347,685 comments..
 596,754 tags .

commons.flickr.org
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“I don’t think people 
appreciate the cultural 
significance of Flickr as 
a platform and a 
corpus.”

TREVOR OWENS



OUR MISSION

Keep Flickr pictures visible
for 100 years.



 What if.   
Flickr.com goes down?



“Tens of billions”



Aalborg City Archives/Aalborg Stadsarkiv
Aalto University
Bodleian Libraries
Boston Public Library
The British Library
Cambridge University Library
Capital Area District Libraries
CLOCKSS
Community Archives of Belleville and Hastings County
Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph in Canada 
Archives
Creative Commons
Digital Preservation Coalition
GLAM-E Lab
Filecoin Foundation for the Decentralized Web
The Internet Society
The Library of Congress
The National Archives (UK)
National Archives (US)
National Library of Wales/Llyfrgell Genedlaethol 
Cymru
Permanent.org
Port Morien Digital Archives
Provincial Archives of Alberta
Royal Danish Library/Det Kongelige Bibliotek
Schlesinger Library at Harvard Radcliffe Institute
San Diego Air & Space Museum
University of Bristol
University of Edinburgh
University of Washington



Flickr is
“a great place 
to be a photo”



IMAGE TECHNICAL 
metadata

SOCIAL 
metadata

GENERATED 
metadata



IMAGE TECHNICAL 
metadata

SOCIAL 
metadata

GENERATED 
metadata

Machine-set
Date taken
F stop

People-made
Conversation
Curation

(speculative)



User-generated histories
Hiding in plain sight

● Important events
● Family histories
● At-risk subjects or organisations
● Contemporary collecting on timely topics
● Intangible heritage
● Overlooked subjects
● Quirky things





Create Publish Share Preserve





Select photos

Log in to 
Flickr

Get consent Write 
README

Download 
.ZIP

Add to ledger

TOOLS:

Data Lifeboat





Why are you making this?

Who is it for?

How do you want it to be used?

Write 
README









HTML, JPG, JS















Self Contained

Long Lasting

Versatile

Legible



 Some rights reserved CC BY-SA 2.0 by Mobilus In Mobili

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/mobili/






Ghana Ukraine El Salvador

Zambia Colombia Philippines

Pakistan

Peru





Reducing risk and responsible licensing



New! 
Research Report 
on Data Lifeboat

Available at:
flickr.org/blog 

http://flickr.org/blog


ALPHA COMING SOON!

.datalifeboat.flickr.org.









Data Lifeboats Safe Harbor 
Network

Private, permissioned



On archive.org!

Proto dock for Safe Harbor

archive.org/details/
commons_smiles

https://archive.org/details/commons_smiles
https://archive.org/details/commons_smiles


Are you curious about 
collecting social media?

Come say hi! 👋



Thank you.

George Oates
glo@flickr.org


